CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 11 – The importance of having Christian Character and Integrity

INTRODUCTION:

The way we live our life has the potential to impact the lives of many others either positively or negatively.  It is often said that our actions speak louder than our words.  As Christians we have the potential to bring into our workplaces and friendships Kingdom values so that we can help to make our world a better place. For some people our lives are the only bible that they will ever read. Jesus said,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16)
All Christians have all been called to reign with Christ here on earth. (Revelation 5:10) Jesus led by example. He was the Servant King. (Matthew 20:28) When put in leadership roles, it is so important that we model in our life what it is to be a Christian. That we also lead by example. (1 Peter 5:1-3)  In most cases children grow up to be just like their parents.  Jesus also said, “A servant is not greater that his master…” (John 15:20) 
A key part of Christian character is being faithful in our relationships and in doing what God calls us to do in life. When we prove faithful in the little things God then entrusts to us greater responsibilities.            (Matthew 25:14-23) Promotion in God’s Kingdom always comes from above. Jesus Himself emphasised the importance of being faithful in all that we do. Jesus said, “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” (Luke 16:10)  Our true character is best revealed in what we do and how we behave when we are alone.  God sees all that we do in life.
God always prepares the man or woman first before opening up significant doors of ministry for them.  For this reason it is important that we allow God to continually change us, so that we grow in Christ-like character.  To be truly effective in our Christian witness we need to display honesty and integrity in all of our relationships and dealings with others.  If we lose our reputation through ungodly actions, we also lose our credibility in ministering to others. Walking in integrity is also a key to experiencing God’s peace and blessings in our life.
Whilst God is always a God of second chances, people are not always as forgiving and gracious as He is. For this reason, maintaining an ongoing life of character and integrity as a Christian is crucial if we are going to be truly effective in influencing others to come to Christ.  (Ecclesiastes 7:1)  I will now share 7 keys that can help us to grow in Christian Character and integrity.
1) BEING COMMITTED TO MAKING RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE
In a world that is full of temptations and influences that try and get people to live for themselves, it is so important that we continually choose to make godly choices in our life.  We must simply be committed to doing what Jesus would want us to do rather that making decisions based on what seems easiest at the time.  Rather than making wrong choices based on our fears or self interests, we must learn to make godly choices that are based on our trust in God and our knowledge that His ways are higher than our ways and that His plan for our life is the best.  As we continually seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, we can be assured that all that we need in life will be added to us. (Matthew 6:31-33) BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE KEY TO MAKING RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE (John 16:13) The Apostle Peter wrote,
“For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” (1 Peter 3:17)

2) BEING CAREFUL ABOUT WHAT WE MEDITATE ON
We must be careful what we look at and listen to, so as to prevent wrong desires from developing in our hearts.  It is imperative that we guard our hearts with all diligence (Proverbs 4:23) by taking all wrong thoughts captive and bringing them into line with the Word of God. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) Our thought life is greatly influenced by what comes into our eyes and ears.

In the book of James we read, “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” (James 1:14-16)

The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of being careful about what we meditate on,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) 
3) HAVING A TEACHABLE SPIRIT (BEING OPEN TO CORRECTION FROM OTHERS)
Having a teachable spirit and being open to correction from others is a key to developing character and integrity in our life. Jesus Himself only ever did what He saw His Father doing and spoke what His Father told Him to say. (John 12:49-50)  The bible makes it clear that if we have a teachable spirit we will mature in our Christian walk:

“He who heeds the word wisely will find good, and whoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he.” (Proverbs 16:20)  “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:9) “Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be wise in your latter days.”    (Proverbs 19:20)

4) CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS WISELY
Our choice of friends has a great impact on our life and Christian walk.  Growing in character and integrity is a daily choice.  Wrong friends can easily have a negative influence on our walk with the Lord and pull us away from God’s best plan for our life. The bible makes it clear that as Christians we must not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, especially in the area of marriage. (2 Corinthians 6:14-18)     (1 Corinthians 7:39)  The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

5) CONTINUALLY RENEWING OUR MIND WITH THE WORD OF GOD
Meditating on the Word of God helps us to renew our minds so that our thinking is in line with God’s Kingdom values.  As we live in a world that is full of ungodly influences, continually renewing our mind with the Word of God is crucial if we are to walk in victory as a believer and fulfill God’s plan for our life.      (Joshua 1:7-8) (Psalm 1:1-3)  The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
6) MAKING TIME ON A REGULAR BASIS TO SPEND IN GOD’S PRESENCE (True Worship – John 4:23-24)
The more time that we spend in the presence of the LORD, the more Christ-like we become. We must learn to continually keep ourselves in the love of God. (Jude 21) Jesus Himself made it clear that we cannot bear fruit in our life (and grow in Christ-like character) without abiding in Him. Jesus told His disciples, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5) 
Learning to walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:13-16) and being continually filled with the Holy Spirit are two disciplines that help us to overcome temptations in life and to grow in Christ-like Character. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18) Praying for God’s help to overcome temptations is also a key to remaining strong in our Christian walk and growing in Christ-like character. (Matthew 26:41)
7) CHOOSING TO LIVE A LIFE OF HUMILITY AND CONTENTMENT (Jesus is our example – Philippians 2:5-9)
When we choose to walk in humility and godly contentment we are better able to make right choices in life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now godliness with contentment is great gain”. (1 Timothy 6:6)  The bible makes it clear that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Money is a good servant but a poor master. The Bible also makes it clear that pride always precedes a fall.   In the book of Proverbs we read, 
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) and “Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty and before honour is humility” (Proverbs 18:12)
